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KeyCharacterization of lymph node
micrometastases and associated

angiogenesis in cervical carcinoma.
The clinicopathological significance of

lymph node micrometastases in
cervical carcinoma is unknown. The
aim of this study was to determine

whether lymph node micrometastases
were associated with angiogenesis
and to examine the usefulness of
image cytometry and microvessel
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density as markers of node-positive
and node-negative cervical carcinoma.

We evaluated the expression of
vascular endothelial growth factor
(VEGF) and CD31 in 140 cases of

carcinoma, of which 112 were node
positive and 28 were node negative.
The microvessel density (MVD) was

determined using an image cytometry
technique. The micrometastases were
detected in 72 out of 112 (64%) node-

positive cases. A significantly lower
MVD was found in node-positive cases
compared with node-negative cases (P

= 0.002). The MVD was not
significantly correlated with the depth

of tumour cell invasion and
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lymphovascular permeation. The
sensitivity of image cytometry was

significantly higher than that of
immunohistochemistry for

micrometastases detection and
correlated with the MVD (P = 0.031).
Vascular endothelial growth factor
expression was found in 107 out of
112 (96%) node-positive cases. In

node-negative cases, however, it was
detected in only 22 out of 28 (79%).
When comparing VEGF expression in

node-positive and -negative cases, the
sensitivity was 93 and 79%,

respectively (P = 0.29) and the
specificity was 89 and 83%,

respectively (P = 0.40). No correlation
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was found between VEGF and MVD.
VEGF immunohistochemistry was
found to be a powerful marker of

advanced tumour stage. CD31 showed
no correlation with the MVD in our
study. The characteristics of lymph

node micrometastases in patients with
cervical carcinoma may be associated
with tumour biology and indicate that
angiogenesis may play a part in nodal
metastases.Q: How can I remove jpg
from end of directories through SSH I

have some jpg photos saved in
different directories, and the names of

these directories are similar to
something like: \202\2
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